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Counting Minnesota's Votes Accurately

By Mark Halvorson, Director, Citizens for Election Integrity Minnesota and

Helen Palmer, President, League of Women Voters Minnesota

Thanks to a new state law requiring a post election review, Minnesotans will have a process in place to help verify the accuracy of our voting machines. This review is possible because all Minnesotans will cast their ballots on paper that are counted by optical scanners.

Some think we don’t need this review law because our voting machines are accurate; however, no one can definitively say how accurate they are. While Minnesota will not use direct recording electronic (DRE) voting machines, optical scanners are at risk for many of the same potential programming errors as DREs. Because of this risk, safeguards

are essential to ensure accuracy. The review provides an important piece that has been missing in Minnesota elections.

The new review law requires a hand count of randomly selected precincts in every county. If the hand count from the review shows a difference (greater than 0.5%) compared to the machine count from election day, further hand counts are required. The races to be reviewed are U.S. Senate, U.S. House and Governor.

Hundreds of Minnesotans will make election history this November when they participate in the first statewide observation of an election review. Citizens for Election Integrity Minnesota and League of Women Voters Minnesota are recruiting and training citizens in every county and from all political parties to be non-partisan observers.

The review is not about who wins or loses, but whether the machines counted the votes accurately. What we learn will help set the “gold standard” for vote counting in our state and the nation.

